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TAGS: SHUM 

SUBJECT: ARREST OF EPIFANO MENDEZ FLEITAS AND SON 

1 . THE DEPARTMENT HAS BEEN INFORMED OF THE ARREST IN 
BUENOS AIRES ON OR ABOUT OCTOBER 7 OF THE PARAGUAYAN EXILE 
LEADER EPIFANIO MENDEZ FLEITAS, 60, AND HIS SON, EPIFANIO 
MENDEZ, 23. THE DAUGHER OF MENDEZ, TERESA MENDEZ FAITH, 
TEACHES AT STANFORD UNIVERSITY IN CALIFORNIA AND IS MARRIED 
TO AN AMERICAN. SHE REPORTS THAT HER FATHER IS BEING HELD 
IN THE SECCIONAL SEGUNDARIA IN BUENOS AIRES, AND THAT A 
WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS HAS BEEN FILED BUT THAT THE RESPONSE 
WAS THAT MENDEZ WAS CONNECTED WITH THE ERP, A CHARGE SHE 
DENIES. DAUGHTER STATES THAT THERE IS GRAVE DANGER THAT 
HE WILL BECOME ONE OF THE "DISAPPEARED". 
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 247747 

2. MENDEZ HAS BEEN LIVING IN BUENOS AIRES FOR MANY YEARS. 

A FORMER HIGH OFFICIAL IN THE PARAGUAYAN CENTRAL BANK, AND 
AN EARLY ASSOCIATE OF STROESSNER’S, HE IS NOW A LEADER OF 
A DISSIDENT FRACTION OF THE COLORADO PARTY. 

3. THE DEPARTMENT WOULD APPRECIATE IT IF THE EMBASSY 
WOULD INQUIRE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE WITH THE GOA ABOUT THE 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


STATUS OF MENDEZ AND HIS SON AND EXPRESS OUR CONCERN FOR 
THEIR SAFETY. CONGRESSIONAL OFFICES ALSO HAVE BEEN 
CONTACTED BY THE DAUGHTER. VANCE 
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FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 247747 SENT ACTION BUENOS AIRES OCT 15. 
QUOTE LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 247747 
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TAGS: SHUM 

SUBJECT: ARREST OF EPIFANO MENDEZ FLEITAS AND SON 

1 . THE DEPARTMENT HAS BEEN INFORMED OF THE ARREST IN 
BUENOS AIRES ON OR ABOUT OCTOBER 7 OF THE PARAGUAYAN EXILE 
LEADER EPIFANIO MENDEZ FLEITAS, 60, AND HIS SON, EPIFANIO 
MENDEZ, 23. THE DAUGHER OF MENDEZ, TERESA MENDEZ FAITH, 
TEACHES AT STANFORD UNIVERSITY IN CALIFORNIA AND IS MARRIED 
TO AN AMERICAN. SHE REPORTS THAT HER FATHER IS BEING HELD 
IN THE SECCIONAL SEGUNDARIA IN BUENOS AIRES, AND THAT A 
WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS HAS BEEN FILED BUT THAT THE RESPONSE 
WAS THAT MENDEZ WAS CONNECTED WITH THE ERP, A CHARGE SHE 
DENIES. DAUGHTER STATES THAT THERE IS GRAVE DANGER THAT 
HE WILL BECOME ONE OF THE "DISAPPEARED". 
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2. MENDEZ HAS BEEN LIVING IN BUENOS AIRES FOR MANY YEARS. 

A FORMER HIGH OFFICIAL IN THE PARAGUAYAN CENTRAL BANK, AND 
AN EARLY ASSOCIATE OF STROESSNER'S, HE IS NOW A LEADER OF 
A DISSIDENT FRACTION OF THE COLORADO PARTY. 

3. THE DEPARTMENT WOULD APPRECIATE IT IF THE EMBASSY 
WOULD INQUIRE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE WITH THE GOA ABOUT THE 
STATUS OF MENDEZ AND HIS SON AND EXPRESS OUR CONCERN FOR 
THEIR SAFETY. CONGRESSIONAL OFFICES ALSO HAVE BEEN 
CONTACTED BY THE DAUGHTER. VANCE 

UNQUOTE VANCE 
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